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Decision	Number	Five	
to	the	Treaty	on	Open	Skies

Responsibility	for	the	Processing	of	Film		
Used	During	an	Observation	Flight

The	States	Part�es	to	the	Treaty	on	Open	Sk�es,	pursuant	to	the	
prov�s�ons	of	Art�cle	IX,	Sect�on	II,	paragraph	2	of	the	Treaty	on	Open	
Sk�es,	have	agreed	as	follows:

The	observ�ng	Party	shall	have	the	r�ght	to	determ�ne	whether	the	
observ�ng	Party,	or	the	observed	Party	prov�d�ng	the	observat�on	a�rcraft,	
shall	process	the	film	used	dur�ng	the	observat�on	fl�ght 	In		
the	event	that	the	observ�ng	Party	exerc�ses	�ts	r�ght	to	process	the	film	
used	dur�ng	the	observat�on	fl�ght	on	an	observat�on	a�rcraft	prov�ded	
by	the	observed	Party,	the	observed	Party	shall	bear	no	respons�b�l�ty	for	
the	qual�ty	of	the	process�ng	of	that	or�g�nal	film	negat�ve 	If	the	qual-
�ty	of	the	processed	film	�s	�nadequate	and	the	States	Part�es	�nvolved	
are	unable,	after	mak�ng	every	effort,	to	resolve	a	d�spute	over	whether	
fa�lure	or	�nadequacy	�n	the	qual�ty	of	the	data	collected	dur�ng	the	
observat�on	fl�ght	was	due	to	sensor	operat�on,	to	process�ng,	or	to	some	
other	factor,	the	observ�ng	Party	shall	assume	respons�b�l�ty	and	the	
observat�on	fl�ght	shall	count	aga�nst	the	quotas	of	both	States	Part�es 

Th�s	Dec�s�on	shall	enter	�nto	force	s�multaneously	w�th	the	
Treaty	on	Open	Sk�es	and	shall	have	the	same	durat�on	as	the	Treaty 

Dec�ded	�n	V�enna,	�n	the	Open	Sk�es	Consultat�ve	Comm�ss�on,	
on	29	June	1992,	�n	each	of	the	s�x	languages	spec�fied	�n	Art�cle	XIX	
of	the	Treaty	on	Open	Sk�es,	all	texts	be�ng	equally	authent�c 




